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THE INTRODUCTION TO BI SUAN SHU XUE’S CONTENT

WANG Quan-lai, CAO Shu-cun?

(1. The Center for the History of Mathematics and Science » Northwest University , Xi’an 710069,China;
2. The College of Science ,Chongqing University ,Chongqing 400044 ,China)

Abstract. Bi Suan Shu Xue is an arithmetical textbook compiled by the missionary Calvin Wilson Ma-
teer during the late period of Qing Dynasty. This textbook was used by both mission schools and Chinese
newly-styled schools, I* had been printed over thirty times from 1892 to 1910. The contents and editions of
Bi Suan Shu Xue are discussed,and compared with Shu Xue Qi Meng. Which can help us objectively evalu-
ate the importance of mathematic education of mission schools to the development of Chinese mathematic

education.
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